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LEELAA SUKHAR (VILWAMANGALAR)  

LEELAA SUKHAR AND HIS KRISHNA BHAKTHI 

Sri Leelaa Sukhar was a great devotee of Lord SrI Krishna. Born as a Saivite 
Brahmin, he took to SanyAsa after having the saakshatkAram of Bhagavan Sri 
Krishna. He lived in 17th century. He was the contemporary of Melppathoor 
Narayana Bhattathiri and the great poet Poonthaanam. Lord Krishna was his 
inseparable companion who would play pranks on Leelaa Sukhar in the form of a 
very capricious little boy.  As BhagavAn does with every sincere devotee of His, 
He played many leelaas in the life of Sri Leela Sukhar also. 

Before entering SanyAsa Ashram, Sri Leela Sukhar was caught in the ordinary 
samsAric pleasures of Life and was lost in love with a Temple dancer named 
ChintAmaNi.  But BhagavAn contrived events in such a way that during one of 
his visits to ChintAmaNi's house, Sri Leela Sukhar came to his senses about the 
transient nature of mundane pleasures and in a moment had his entire life 
turned around to Krishna Prema and Bhakthi.  He immediately began to sing the 
verses of Krishna karnamrutham, for which legend says that Bhagavan showed 
His approval by nodding His head.  From then on, the ordinary brahmin became 
the great saint Leela Sukhar. 

There is another story about Sri Leela Sukhar and the founding of the Anantha 
padmanAbha Swami Temple in Ananthan KAdu or Thiruvanantha Puram.  As 
earlier described, BhagavAn used to play around Sri Leelaa Sukhar in the form 
of a very mischievous little boy whom Sri Sukhar called as Unni. This little boy 
created havoc by His childish pranks.  Once when Sri Sukhar was preparing for 
bhagavad ArAdanam, he became irritated by the little boy's antics, and pushing 
Him away with the back of his hand, Sri Sukhar admonished the boy; "Unni, 
don't do that.  Stop bothering me".  On hearing this the little boy, Unni became 
very upset, because striking with the back of one's hand was considered very 
humiliating.  So Unni, left at once, saying to Sri Sukhar; "If you want to see me 
again come to Ananthan Kaadu."  
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On His disappearance, Sri Sukhar realized his error and went in search of 
Ananthan Kadu.  After many futile attempts, he was at last guided to the right 
place by overhearing the conversation between a couple, who were having a 
fight between themselves.  Sri Leelaa Sukhar found bhagavAn in the middle of 
a dense forest lying on AdisEsha and with Kshama and Rama waiting on His 
service.  The MaharAja of Travancore built a Temple on the spot where Sri 
Leela Sukhar had had the divya Darshan of BhagavAn and installed a deity in 
the exact proportions and posture as described by Sri Leela Sukhar.  Though 
this is the legend, it however appears that the reclining Lord of Ananthankaadu 
predates Sri Leela Sukhar. This Ananthan Kaadu is the present day MalayALa 
Nattu divya Desam of Thiruvanantha Puram. 

Many are the miraculous acts performed by BhagavAn to enhance the name of 
His bhakthan Sri Leelaa Sukhar.  One of the interesting story involves the King 
Manaveda (Malayalam Era -8th century- 9th century). One day the King 
requested Sri Sukhar to make it possible for him to see Lord Krishna with his 
physical eyes. The sage replied that he would ask the Lord and give him a reply. 
The next day he told the King that the Lord has consented to his request. Then 
the King saw Lord Krishna in the form of a little boy, playing under an elanji 
tree. He was so excited, so he ran towards Him to give Him a hug. Suddenly 
BhagavAn slipped away from his reach and told "Sukhar didn't tell me about 
this" and disappeared immediately. At that time a peacock feather fell down 
from His hair and the King took and kept it. Then when he created the 
Krishnattam (a dance drama) he used that feather to decorate the Krishnamudi 
of the actor who acts the roll of Krishna. Still in Guruvayoor Temple they use 
that particular feather on the crown of Krishna in Krishnattam.  

SrI KrishNAya Thubhyam Nama: 

Sarvam KrishNArpaNamasthu ! 
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