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SWAMY DESIKAN'S SUMMARY OF THE 1ST PASURAM OF AMALANAATHIPIRAAN 3

Now, adiyEn will focus on Swami Sri Desikan's summary of the extraordinary

meanings embedded in the most magnificent first paasuram of
Amalanaathipiraan.

Swami Sri Desikan in his Rahasya Grantham, Muni Vaahana BhOgam, picks out
15 of the limitless auspicious attributes of Sri RanganathA and instructs us on
the high point of each of these 15 kalyANa guNAs. adiyEn will focus on this
area of the anubhavam of Swami Sri Desikan.

The fifteen gunaas for Sri Ranganathan picked out by ThiruppANar according
to Swami Desikan are:

1. Moksha Pradhathvam/samsAra VinAsanam: Conferral of Moksham and
thereby freeing us from the recurring cycles of births and deaths.
Conferral of the boon of Nithya Kaimkaryam to Him and His consort in
Paramapadham.

2. Jagath Kaaranathvam: Being fundamentally responsible for the
creation, protection and the dissolution of the Universe. Being the sole ;
cause of all chEthanams and achEthanams and not being supported by

any other entity or principle regarding His Jn~Anam and sakfthi.

3. SaraNyathvam: Being the SaraNyan (refuge) for those, who surrender 3
to Him through the AchArya Mukha Prapatthi or the other three types ;
of prapatthi. Assuring everyone that seek Him that there is no need to 3
look for others to protect them. :

4. UpakArathva Kaashtai: Helping His BhakthAs and coming to their
rescue without hesitation on Kshudra VyAjam (very little effort) and

making Himself the object of our enjoyment inspite of His unimaginably ;
lofty status as Ubhaya VibhUthi NAthan (Lord of Nithya and LeelA
vibhUthi). Even after this extraordinary help, our Lord feels that He is E

indebted forever to His bhakthAs because of His inability to give even

more than what He has blessed us with (viz)., Moksham.
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5. KrupA Kaashtai: Unique and incomparable mercy (KaruNai) for even
those, who commit unspeakable offenses and yet saving them. This rises
from His saraNAgatha Rakhaka Vratham that led Him fo say that he
will offer protection to even RaavaNA, if he sought His refuge and gave
up his ill deeds. Through the small act (kshaNa karthavyam) of
Prapatthi, He is able to give the huge boon of residence in Sri
Vaikuntam. After that granting of the boon, the Lord feels
uncomfortable still over the thought that He has nothing more to give.

6. SvAthanthrya Kaashtai: Ability to elevate those, whom He wants to
bless and protecting them in that status against anybody's efforts to
counter what He established through His sankalpam.

7. NirdhOshathva Kaashtai: Being forever blemishless (amalathvam). Even
if He has affiliation to the blemish-containing entities that cause
everyone ajn~aanam and dukkham, He does not incur any ajn~aanam or
dukkham. The classic Upanishadic passage of the two birds sitting on
the branch of the same free with one experiencing false knowledge and
sorrows and the other not tempted by these experiences.
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8. Swaamithva Kaashtai or Being the supreme Lord of every one including
Brahman, Indran and all the others.

9. Soulabhya Kaashtai: ease of access, Bhaktha Sulabhan. He permits even
those, who want to go away because of the fear of His grandeur to
approach Him comfortably.

10. Souseelya Kaashtai: Lowering Him to the level of even those, who doubt
His Lordship (Isavarathvam) and taking the trouble to answering them
and keeping them in His fold.

11. Vaathsalya Kaashtai: Out of His limitless affection for His dearest
BhakthAs, He ignores their occasional trespasses and continues to look
after their yoga KshEmam.

12.Parama PrApyathva Kaashtai: Being the sole object of attainment as
Parama PurushArtham.
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13. Aasritha PakshapAtha Kaashtai: Being Sarva VarNa samaanan (equal of

approach to all four VarNams), He blesses those, who seek refuge in
Him by canceling anything countering His sankalpam to protect His
BhakthAs). This arises from His predisposition (pakshapAtham) to
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those, who sought His protection (aasrithAL).
14, BhOgyathva Kaashtai: Conferring the sweetness of the enjoyment of

His soundharyam.

15. ayathna BhOgyathva Kaashtai: Blessing capacity to let one enjoy Him
without the intercession of the Indriyams. His svAbhavika
anubhAvyathvam is referred to here. Just as the breeze carries the
fragrance of the flowers; He comes in an uninterruptible way and lets
our eyes enjoy His holy feet without satiety.

All these 15 kalyANa guNams are celebrated in the very first verse of
AmalanAdhipirAn Sri Sookthi according to Swami Desikan.

AzhwAr, Swami Desikan ThiruvadigaLE SaraNam
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daasan, Oppiliappan Koil VaradAchAri SaThakOpan
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